
Levels of Maternal Care in 
Massachusetts: Webinar #1
Thank you for joining! We will begin in a few moments.



Tech support
• All attendees are muted automatically.
• Click the Chat button to ask questions at any time.

• Chat Everyone for general comments or questions.
• Chat Meaghan Carey for technical support.
• During Q&A, use the Chat feature or Raise Hand if you 

would like to speak.

You can find this info on the right hand of your screen during the whole presentation →

Levels of Maternal 
Care in Massachusetts 
February 9, 2021

Introduction to Levels of 
Maternal Care

Dr. Sarah Rae Easter, Perinatal-
Neonatal Quality Improvement 
Network of Massachusetts

Overview of the Levels of Care 
Assessment Tool (LOCATe)
Jennifer Wilkers, Centers for 
Disease Control & Prevention

Massachusetts-Specific Questions
Dr. Hafsatou Diop, Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health

LOCATe Demonstration and Q&A
Natalia Ciesielska, Betsy Lehman 
Center for Patient Safety

Reminder:
• Direct message Meaghan Carey 

for technical support.
• To ask a question, message 

Everyone.



Our teams
PNQIN
• Sarah Rae Easter, MD (LoMC Task Force 

Chair)
• Ronald Iverson, MD, MPH (Co-Chair)

• Hafsatou "Fifi" Diop, MD, MPH (DPH; PNQIN 
PI)

• Bonnie Glass, RN, MN (MPQC Co-Founder, 
RN Lead)

• Kali Vitek, MPH (AIM Project Coordinator)
• + 36 members of LoMC Task Force!
Betsy Lehman Center

• Natalia Ciesielska, MPH (Research Analyst 
and Coordinator)

• Godwin Osei-Poku, MBCHB, MPH (Research 
Analytics Manager)

• Charlie Carter, MPP (Senior Program 
Manager)

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention

• Dave Goodman, MS, PhD (Lead, 
Maternal Mortality Prevention Team)

• Jennifer Wilkers (ORISE Fellow, 
Maternal Mortality Prevention Team)

• Carla DeSisto, PhD, MPH (Maternal 
and Child Health Epidemiologist, 
Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer)

• Alex Ewing, MPH (Associate Service 
Fellow)
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Agenda

12:00 - 12:15pm: Introduction to Levels of Maternal Care
– Dr. Sarah Rae Easter, Perinatal-Neonatal Quality 

Improvement Network of Massachusetts

12:15 - 12:35pm: Overview of the LOCATe Tool
– Jennifer Wilkers, Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

12:35 - 12:45pm: Massachusetts-Specific Questions
– Dr. Hafsatou Diop, Massachusetts Department of Public 

Health

12:45 - 1:00pm: LOCATe Demonstration and Q&A
– Natalia Ciesielska, Betsy Lehman Center for Patient Safety
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Webinar objectives

• Review regionalized maternity care and the process 
to implement Levels of Maternal Care

• Introduce LOCATe, the timeline for its administration, 
and its intended use in Massachusetts

• Discuss rationale informing the addition of 
Massachusetts-specific questions to LOCATe

• Address questions about Levels of Maternal 
Care and LOCATe in our state
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Hafsatou Diop, MD, MPH
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
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Next steps
• Webinar #1:  Ongoing Follow Up
– Today:  Share Questions or Concerns
– Feb. 16th: Formal Introductory Letter and Survey Link
– March 31st: Survey Closes to Participants

• Webinar #2: March 2nd, 2021 from 12-1pm
– Review challenges to implementing levels of maternal care
– Address questions and concerns after exposure to LOCATe
– Seek to engage others with interest in the paradigm

• Webinar #3: April 2021 
– Lessons from LOCATe about Levels of Maternal Care
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Questions or concerns?

Email: PNQINadmin@pnqinma.org
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